
35,572Retail sale via mail order houses or via Internet 

27,672Management consultancy activities 
(other than fi nancial management)  
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Company Universe  

Uncovered
Summary of company incorporation activity in 2022 – according to OpenCorporates

The great cool-down?  

2022 saw a 15% year-on-year fall in world-wide company incorporations. After a period of unprecedented economic 

stimulus and low interest rates, are we now seeing the effects of the war in Ukraine, the return of inflation and other 

negative shocks that took place over the year?
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Most incorporations
1. France
2. UK
3. Florida (US)

2020

Most incorporations
1. UK
2. France
3. Florida (US)

2021

Most incorporations
1. UK
2. France
3. Florida (US)

Company incorporations in 2022

2022

In line with the international trend, total company incorporation activity across the 50 US States and the District  

of Columbia fell in 2022.

US spotlight
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2022 incorporation by month

2022 incorporations by State (plus District of Columbia)

Florida 	 630,066
Texas ▲	 404,883
California ▼	 347,452
Delaware 	 256,662
New York ▲	 244,876

Georgia ▼	 243,045
North Carolina 	 164,171
Colorado ▲	 160,290
Ohio ▲	 142,434
Illinois ▼	 139,053

Top 10 states

Florida 	 530,295
California 	 357,560
Texas 	 319,409
Georgia 	 253,178
Delaware 	 250,177

New York 	 222,088
Ohio 	 143,839
Illinois 	 143,319
New Jersey 	 143,157
Colorado	 136,007

Top 10 states

Florida	 678,170
California	 440,094
Texas	 425,493
Delaware ▲	 331,199
Georgia 	 312,612

New York	 262,988
North Carolina ▲ 	176,701
Illinois 	 172,809
New Jersey 	 170,813
Ohio ▼	 169,891

Top 10 states

2021 incorporations by State (plus DoC) 2020 incorporations by State (plus DoC)

2022 was a turbulent year for the UK. While the number of company incorporations has stayed broadly flat when 

compared to 2021, neither year matched 2020.

UK spotlight

2022 incorporation activity by month

New company officers by year

2020

740,018

15,758

4,863

1,383

1,207

567

201

196

89

Private limited company 

Private limited by guarantee  
without share capital

Limited liability partnership

Limited partnership

Private limited by guarantee  
without share capital, use  
of ‘limited’ exemption

Overseas company

Public limited company

Private unlimited company

Other

741,950 749,987

15,321

5,953

1,609

1,427

782

402

209

35

16,597

5,076

1,631

1,185

883

311

195

64

Most common industry codes (SIC) for UK company incorporations

UK company incorporations by company type

2021 2022Company type

The most active day in the year for company incorporations across the past three years was the first of a month 

each year. Most surprisingly, and we’re not making this up, 1st April was the most active day for incorporations  

in 2022. France has an outsized impact on these figures, with often ten times as many incorporations taking  

place on that day compared to other jurisdictions. 

Monday was the day of the week with most incorporations across all three years, except for 2022 where it was  

narrowly overtaken by Tuesday.

Most active day in the year for company incorporations

Oct 2020 Jan 2021 Apr 2022

Most active day of the week for incorporations

Top 5 Locations

1. France 	 23,926
2. United Kingdom 	 3,812
3. Florida (US) 	 2,209
4. Texas (US) 	 1,482
5. Denmark 	 1,364

55,879 incorporations

Top 5 Locations

1. France 	 39,547
2. California (US) 	 3,920
3. Denmark 	 2,351
4. Georgia (US) 	 1,594
5. Ohio (US) 	 1,336

65,493 incorporations

Top 5 Locations

1. France 	 28,908
2. United Kingdom 	 3,218
3. Florida (US) 	 2,564
4. Texas (US) 	 1,560
5. Georgia (US) 	 1,266

55,657 incorporations

1st 1st 1st

Build on transparent  
company data
Join hundreds of organisations and millions  
of users who rely on OpenCorporates data.

Notes about the data presented: 1. This is a view of incorporations according to OpenCorporates – exact figures may vary compared to official company registers for 
many reasons, including: data quality issues with the register, re-mappings or date of incorporation information not being provided consistently. 2. Data was extracted on 
21 December 2022, so figures for 2022 do not cover the entire year.

Website 
Ad-hoc searches

Search for a company on 
opencorporates.com

API 
Power your workflows

Sign up to an API plan for 
programmatic access

Bulk Data 
Whole company populations

Request a bulk data  
sample file

opencorporates.com

Data above covers all 143 jurisdictions OpenCorporates collects official company data from
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289,236

217,065

199,326

Saturday
314,830

263,363

272,380
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1,271,545

1,498,327

1,263,161

Thursday
1,435,806

1,598,767

1,348,131

Wednesday
1,529,788

1,664,981

1,424,650

Tuesday
1,527,800

1,683,534

1,506,504

Monday
1,592,514

1,807,862

1,496,228

2022

2021

2020

Data extracted on 21st December 2022

1,574,073 1,472,093 1,439,603
▼-6% compared to 2020 ▼-2% compared to 2021

2020 2021 2022

Incorporations by year

775,934 767,688 764,282
▼-1% compared to 2020 ▼- 0.4% compared to 2021

2020 2021 2022

Incorporations by year

4,952,827 5,506,701 4,900,309
▲+11% compared to 2020 ▼- 11% compared to 2021

2020 2021 2022


